
Upcoming Events

Greenwood:  March 12th and 14th, 8:45 am  Tips & Tricks for Building Speech and Language Skills  This presentation by Speech-Language Pathologist Em
Diekhoff will go through evidence-based techniques and strategies to build speech and language skills in daily routines and activities. No matter what your child’s
mode of communication (verbal speech, pictures, ASL, AAC devices), these tips and tricks are great for all!  This workshop will take place at our 380 Polk Street

location. It is free and open to the public. 

West Lafayette:  March 19th, 8:45 am  Behavior Workshop: Teaching a Child to “Wait”  Enjoy some breakfa
and join our clinical team as they discuss ways to help children wait for the things they want most and how to sup
them through difficult situations.

West Lafayette:  March 23rd, 10 am  Lights Up Sound Down Film: Wonder Park  Join us for a sensory-friend
movie experience where the lights are up, the sound is down, and no one cares if you talk or move around! The f
100 people to RSVP are admitted for free, sponsored by the Cornerstone Autism Foundation. RSVP to Lynsey
at lslater@cornerstoneautismcenter.com.  New location: Wabash Landing 9, 300 E State Street, West Lafaye

Edinburgh:   April 18th, 8:45 am  Behavior Workshop: Functions of Behavior  This workshop presented by Jordan Banks, BCaBA will focus on identifying the
reason why behaviors occur and how we can use that knowledge to promote appropriate behavior.  

Greenwood: April (date TBD)  Tips & Tricks for Building Language Skills using Alternative and Augmentative
Communication (AAC)  This presentation will go through evidence-based strategies and best practices to foster
language skills specifically for children using alternative and augmentative communication (AAC) devices. 

Greenwood:  Saturday June 8th, 9 am - 3 pm  Pathways to Hope Autism Conference  This event brings parents
and practitioners together to explore the latest research on medical treatments for Autism Spectrum
Disorders. Speakers include Mary Lou Hulseman, MD, FMAPS, Staci Small, RD, and Dr. Elwartowski-Cooper, DC,
DICCP. Each hour features two presentations to choose from, free resources, and a vendor area. Early registration is
$25 and will end on March 31st: http://getmeregistered.com/BiomedforAutism. Follow our Facebook event page for
updates! www.facebook.com/biomedCAC  

Meet Reghan 
Therapist 

What is the most memorable vacation you've taken?  
Growing up my family took one big family vacation every other year,
so narrowing it down is very hard. I could easily say my top three
memorable ones would be Disney, spending Fourth of July in
Minnesota, and seeing Niagara Falls both at night and during the
day!

Who inspires you?   
My mom and my dad are my biggest inspiration. They are two of the

Meet Chelsea 
Therapist

What led you to work in this field?  
Autism has played a huge role in my
life! My younger brother is on the
spectrum. Watching the immense
progress he has made throughout the
years with ABA therapy inspired me to
provide therapy to other families just
like mine!
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most selfless and uplifting people.
They always try to find the positive in
every situation and instilled that in
me growing up. They always stand
behind my choices and all I want is
to be half of the people they are. 

What Dream Manager goals have
you accomplished since coming
to Cornerstone?  
Buying my first home, buying a new
car, and most recently reading two
books!

Do you have a favorite healthy
recipe link?  
Fajita chicken kebabs (or any kebabs, really)  

What's something you enjoy doing with one of your clients, and
your favorite thing about working with kids with autism?   
One thing I really enjoy doing with one of my clients is building with
LEGOs. Seeing the creativity that comes through is amazing. My
favorite thing about working with children with autism is seeing how
excited the children get when they work really hard and are able to
do a really hard program independently for the first time. 

What Dream Manager goals have
you accomplished since coming to
Cornerstone?  
A major goal that I completed last year
was graduating with my Master’s in
Applied Behavior Analysis! I am
excited to continue expanding my
knowledge in the field with the ultimate
goal of obtaining my BCBA
certification!

What's your favorite thing about
working with kids with autism?    I
absolutely love the pure joy and
innocence children possess. This job truly allows you to be a kid again
yourself with all the bubbles, chase, and silly face contests you get to
engage in with your kiddo. Not many people can say that about their
job! I also love helping my kiddos gain independence and feel as if they
can do things on their own! That’s the ultimate goal!

Do you have an organization that you volunteer for, or that you feel
passionately about? 
I have always been a huge advocate for Spread the Word to End the
Word. It’s an organization that promotes the use of positive and person-
first language in regards to those with disabilities, while hoping to end
the use of derogatory terms. Something as simple as changing a word
could change someone’s day! This link has more
information: www.spreadtheword.global.

 Learn about all of our team members on our website: http://cornerstoneautismcenter.com/cornerstone/our-team/

  

Around the Centers 
In order to Fulfill Those Who Serve, each of our centers celebrates their staff in different ways. This quarter at our Madison
center, each employee received a “Team Madison” tumbler as a thank you for going above and beyond. BCBA Mallory Kingrey
and Center Manager Brandon Puszkiewicz came up with the idea of giving staff members a lasting item to represent their
center. They wanted it to be specific to their building and represent the teamwork that each staff member contributes to every
day. 

The Madison center employees were very surprised to receive the tumblers, and were excited for how useful they would be,
whether they would be used for coffee or water, in the center or at home. "We are so grateful for the consistent hard work and
positive attitudes of our staff," said Brandon Puszkiewicz, Center Manager.  

Thank you to all of our staff members for fostering a culture of collaboration, opportunity, support, and respect!

 

Insurance Terms Webinar
The world of health insurance can be a little confusing. As a matter of fact, it seems that health
insurance coverage gets more complicated by the day. Here at Cornerstone, we have a full
department of experienced staff to walk you through the insurance and billing process.

If you have a commercial insurance policy, there are certain terms that you should know in orde
understand what your monetary responsibility will be if you need to use the insurance. Watch ou
latest webinar at this link to learn about common terminology used by the insurance industry, su
deductible, co-insurance, and co-pay. We hope this webinar gives you the confidence you need
understand these basic insurance concepts, in order to confidently make decisions for your chil
you have additional questions, you can call our Client Services Department at 317-888-1557.

 

LifeCourse Framework 
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"The Charting the LifeCourse Framework was created by families to help individuals and families of all abilities
and all ages develop a vision for a good life, think about what they need to know and do, identify how to find or
develop supports, and discover what it takes to live the lives they want to live. Individuals and families may
focus on their current situation and stage of life but may also find it helpful to look ahead to think about life
experiences that will help move them toward an inclusive, productive life in the future. Even though it was
originally created for people with disabilities, this universally-designed framework may be used by any person
or family making a life plan, regardless of life circumstances."

Get started with the LifeCourse Framework at www.lifecoursetools.com. The toolkit is also available in
Spanish. Current Cornerstone families can contact our Parent Liaison Sheila Edwards to set a time to work
through the LifeCourse materials together.

The Indiana Division of Disability and Rehabilitative Services is hosting a daylong event specifically for
individuals and families caring for someone with a disability. The sessions will provide you with information
about the LifeCourse Framework as well as how to use the principles and tools in your everyday life, including
topics such as healthcare financing, transition to adulthood, supported decision making, and special
education. This event will be held May 17th, 2019 at the Marriott East in Indianapolis. Registration is free but
space is limited: http://bit.ly/2IYu7I2. 

 

Free App-- Art of Glow 
Parents searching for fun sensory apps may want to check out "Art of Glow." This free app allows users to
easily create their own light paintings on a tablet or phone. Kids can touch or drag their finger on the screen to ma
shapes like circles or trees, or just create random shapes and lines of abstract art. The shapes and colors move a
glow once pressed on the screen. Effects include fireworks, hearts, flowing fish, and twinkle stars. For kids who lo
art, light, and moving pictures, this could be a fun new activity to try on a rainy spring day. 

This app is available for iPhone, iPad and Google Play. 

 

 

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month 
March is Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. The campaign seeks to raise awareness about the
inclusion of people with developmental disabilities in all areas of community life, as well as awareness to the
barriers that people with disabilities still sometimes face in connecting to the communities in which they live. DD
Awareness Month covers three main areas: education, employment and community living. You can download an
awareness resource guide here: http://bit.ly/2Txjakx. This guide will be updated with new resources every Monday
throughout the month of March.  
 
Throughout the month of March, NACDD (National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities) will
also be featuring the artwork of advocates on its social media. Visit NACDD’s Facebook and Twitter to see and
share some amazing artwork! The image at right was created by Korean American artist, Peter An: "Peter brings
forth from his autism a unique understanding of life, love, and laughter. His visionary use of color and narrative
conveys unwavering hope and a refreshing insight into humanity." You can follow Peter on Facebook at this link: http://bit.ly/2TtcT9J.  
 
 
 

Our newsletter is best viewed on our website at:

http://cornerstoneautismcenter.com/connect-cornerstone/newsletter/   

To access our past newsletters, visit our Archives.

Have an idea for the newsletter?  Contact Sheila Edwards: sedwards@cornerstoneautismcenter.com.
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